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Many attempts have been made to solve the Balkan problem, mainly
by force. After the first World War the changes illustrated in A568
were made. Bulgaria, having been on the losing side, had its wings
clipped so that Rumania got the South Dobruja, Greece got Bulgaria's
old outlet on the Aegean Sea, and Yugoslavia (old Servia) got various
chips on the west. Rumania, having been on the side of the Allies, got
Bessarabia from Russia, and Transylvania and part of the Banat from
Hungary. Yugoslavia, also on the allied side, got a little from Bulgaria
and a large slice from Hungary. Of course this made Bulgaria, Hungary,
and Russia feel that«they had been wronged. It also gave both Rumania
and Yugoslavia much trouble because their expanded territories contained
large minorities who did not like the way in which the majority ran
things. Albania is too small to be a separate country and has fallen into
the hands of Italy. The backwardness of this region becomes apparent
when we discover that because of ruggedness and poverty a straight line
drawn northwestward for 430 miles from the Gulf of Corinth in Greece
does not cross a single railroad and only two or three roads that are
passable for motor cars. What would we think if such conditions pre-
vailed all the way from Pittsburgh to Chicago!
In some ways Greece appears to be the best human unit among the
Balkan countries. This is partly because it is well bounded by seas and
mountains and most of its people are Greeks. After the defeat of Greece
by Turkey in 1920 about 1,400,000 Greeks were brought from Asia Minor
to Greece in exchange for Turks who were taken to their own country.
Greece suffers, to be sure, from poverty because it is so dry. Its drowned
coasts, however, and beautiful deep bays and gulfs penetrating far into
the gleaming limestone mountains give it commercial and fishing in-
dustries which are a great help. They cooperate with the high mountains
of the country in turning the face of Greece to the sea and hence toward
the west, so that it is less concerned with purely Balkan problems than
are Bulgaria and Yugoslavia. Nevertheless, Greece has an intimate share
in the chief Balkan problem of how to arrange matters when the bound-
aries between different kinds of people agree neither with the boundaries
set by the geographical environment nor with those set by political
agreement.
One solution of the Balkan problem would be to make the whole
region into a single country. There is no evidence, however, that the
various races would follow the example of Switzerland, where 3,000,000
people who speak German, 850,000 who speak French, 250,000 who speak
Italian, and 45,000 who speak Romansch get along without quarreling.
Another solution would be to move the various races around until each
had its own territory in which a genuine geographic unit was occupied

